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(57) Abstraci: An exposure apparatus (EX) carries out an exposure of a substrate (P) by filling Ihe space between a projeclion 
optical svsiem (PL) and the substrate (P) with a liquid (50) and projecting an image of a pattern onto the substrate (P) through the 
liquid (50) using the projection optical system (PL). The exposure apparatus (EX) comprises a substrate stage (PST) for supporting 
the substrate (P), a hquid supply unit (1) for supplying the liquid (50) to the image plane side of the projection opucal system (PL) 
and a focus/leveling sensing system (14) for sensing information on the surface of the substrate (P) without the intermedianon of 
the liquid (50). The exposure apparams (EX) carries out an immersion exposure of the substrate (P) while adjustmg the posittonal 
relationship between the surface of the substrate (P) and the image plane formed through the projection optical system (PL) and 
the liquid (50) according to the surface information sensed by the focus/leveling sensing system (14). Consequently, the immersion 
exposure can be conducted with a good pattern transfer accuracy. 
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